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2 Example Scoping submission letter – 17 July 2024  



 

 

 

 
 
Project Community Relations:   

T: 0808 175 6656  

E: info@limedownsolar.co.uk     

FREEPOST Lime Down Solar 

 
«AddressBlock» 

 

17 July 2024 

 

«GreetingLine»  

 

Project update: Submission of EIA Scoping Report to the Planning Inspectorate 

 

As someone who has registered to receive updates about Lime Down Solar Park, I am writing to 

let you know that on Tuesday 16 July 2024 we submitted an Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) Scoping Report to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS). This represents the next milestone in 

the development of our proposals for Lime Down Solar Park. 

 

The purpose of EIA is to comprehensively identify and evaluate the likely significant effects of a 

proposed development on the environment so we can then determine measures to reduce or 

manage any likely significant adverse effects. 

 

Production of a Scoping Report is the initial stage of the EIA process. It sets out the proposed scope 

of the EIA, and our submission of this Report to PINS forms a formal request for a Scoping Opinion 

under Regulation 10(1) of the EIA Regulations.  

 

Our Scoping Report for Lime Down Solar Park includes: 

• A description of the proposed development, including its location and technical capacity 

• A description of baseline information and further data to be obtained 

• The methodologies we will use to assess environmental factors 

• The proposed scope of the assessments we will carry out  

• Potential impacts of the Project and associated mitigation 

• An explanation of the likely significant effects of the development on the environment  

• The approach to cumulative assessment 

 

EIA Scoping Process 

Over the next 42 days PINS will consult various consultation bodies, including the local authority, 

Statutory Environmental Bodies (SEBs) and other stakeholders that have specific expertise and 

responsibilities related to environmental protection, to gather their views on the scope of the 

environmental assessment. 

 

PINS will then compile the feedback received and provide us with the ‘Scoping Opinion’ outlining 

those key areas and issues we need to address in the Environmental Statement that will be 
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submitted as part of our application for development consent. A copy of the Scoping Opinion will 

be published on the PINS website.  

 

The Scoping Opinion will set out details of those bodies who have been consulted, and the 

feedback they provided.  

 

You can register your details directly with PINS on its website if you would like to be notified when 

it publishes information about the Project – including the Scoping Opinion – via the Lime Down 

Solar Park page HERE [Lime Down Solar Project - Project information 

(planninginspectorate.gov.uk)]. 

 

Site Boundary 

Over the course of the initial consultation we held earlier this year, people raised concerns about 

the potential impact of the development on treasured views and walks, wildlife, and local 

ecology. We have listened to these concerns and worked in consultation with the Project 

landowners to consider how to enhance protection of those features people identified as being 

important. 

  

This has resulted in an additional 44 hectares of land being made available to the design, 

presenting the opportunity for us to use a similar area of land to enhance buffer zones and 

move solar infrastructure away from sensitive areas and receptors such as the Cotswold 

National Landscape (formerly known as the Cotswold AoNB), nearby heritage assets including 

the Fosse Way, landscape features, and public rights of way, as well as residential properties. 

 

Details of the additional land included are set out in the EIA Scoping Report, and I have attached a 

map for your information to show you where this land is located. 

 

Further consultation  

The Scoping Opinion PINS provides us with, together with ongoing environmental survey, baseline 

characterisation, design development and environmental assessment work, will inform the 

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR). 

 

We will present the PEIR as part of the next stage of consultation. This is a statutory stage of 

consultation required by the application process, over the course of which we will invite yourself 

and all those local communities, organisations and groups with an interest in the project, to 

provide your views and feedback on our proposed development.  

 

We anticipate the next stage of consultation will take place in early 2025, during which time we will 

invite your views on:  

• The location of equipment for the solar arrays 

• The route of an underground cable connection from the solar park to Melksham 

substation  

• How we propose to build the Project  

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010168
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010168
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010168
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• The measures we are proposing to mitigate the effects of the project 

 

Next steps     

We are currently in the process of reviewing all the feedback submitted in response to the initial 

stage of non-statutory consultation we held earlier this year.  

 

Over 1,400 individuals, groups and organisations took the time to provide us with their views as 

part of this consultation. We are now going through all the submissions we received to identify the 

issues and concerns raised so we can consider them alongside the findings from our 

environmental surveys and technical studies, as we continue to refine and shape our proposals 

for the Project.  

 

Ahead of statutory consultation taking place next year, we expect to be able to provide you with a 

summary of the findings from this first stage of consultation and confirm any decisions we have 

made in the interim. We expect to publish this update in September.  

 

If you have any questions about the information provided please do contact the community 

relations team by calling 0808 175 6656 or sending an email to info@limedownsolar.co.uk.  

 

Yours sincerely,   

Senior Project Development Manager 

Lime Down Solar Park  

 

Enclosed: Updated Project location map   

mailto:info@limedownsolar.co.uk
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LIME DOWN SOLAR REACHES DEVELOPMENT MILESTONE WITH SUBMISSION OF 

SCOPING REPORT 

• Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report submitted to the Planning 

Inspectorate for consultation with expert bodies   

• Additional 44 hectares of land included to enhance buffer zones between 

infrastructure and sensitive assets such as the Fosse Way and residential 

properties.  

• Statutory consultation on detailed proposals expected to take place in early 2025.  

On Tuesday 16 July, Island Green Power submitted an Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) scoping report for Lime Down Solar Park to the Planning Inspectorate. This marks the 

next milestone in development of proposals for the Project after the first stage of 

community consultation which took place earlier this year.   

The proposals for Lime Down Solar Park include installation of ground-mounted solar 

photovoltaic panels, onsite battery energy storage and installation of underground cable that will 

connect the site to the national grid at Melksham substation approximately 20 kilometres away. 

Subject to being agreed by planning authorities and the community, Lime Down Solar Park could 

deliver up to 500 megawatts (MW) of renewable energy, enough to power over 115,000 homes 

annually. 

Will Threlfall, Senior Project Development Manager, Island Green Power said: “We are 

pleased to reach the next milestone in the development of our proposals for Lime Down Solar Park. 

The Scoping Report gives more detail on the project and sets out the environmental criteria we’ll use to 

evaluate the potential effects of any development. Our findings will guide actions to reduce and 

manage impacts on the local landscape and environment, and address residents' concerns.  

We’d like to thank everyone who took the time to respond to the initial consultation. Your feedback 

highlighted how important the area is and the need to protect treasured views and walks, wildlife, and 

local ecology. All the points raised are reflected in this Environmental Scoping Report and will be 

factored into our development of the project. 

In response to feedback, we’ve worked with the project landowners and are pleased to confirm that an 

additional 44 hectares of land has been made available for the project design. This land will be used to 

increase buffer zones, putting more distance between solar infrastructure and sensitive areas such as 

the Cotswold National Landscape, heritage assets including the Fosse Way, landscape features, Public 

Rights of Way, and residential properties.”  

EIA Scoping Process  

Over the next 42 days, the Planning Inspectorate will consult on the Lime Down project 

proposals with stakeholders including Wiltshire Council, Statutory Environmental Bodies (SEBs) 

and other groups with specific expertise and responsibilities related to environmental 

mailto:info@limedownsolar.co.uk
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protection. This feedback will then be used to provide Island Green Power with Scoping Opinion 

setting out key areas that must be addressed as part of the application for development consent 

for Lime Down.   

Scoping Opinion, together with the findings from ongoing environmental surveys and 

assessments and design development work, will inform the development of the Preliminary 

Environmental Information Report (PEIR). This is a core document that informs the second stage 

of consultation. 

Next steps  

The second stage of consultation is expected to take place in early 2025 to provide people with 

another opportunity to comment on proposals for Lime Down ahead of an application for 

development consent being submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.   

During this statutory stage of consultation, the community will be asked to share their views on 

the design of the project including where equipment is located; the route of the underground 

cable connection between the solar park and Melksham substation; construction; and the 

measures being put in place to reduce the project’s impact on the local area.  

People wishing to receive updates and information about the ongoing development 

process and future consultation for Lime Down Solar Park are encouraged to register their 

details on the project website www.limedownsolar.co.uk.   

The project team can be contacted direct by calling 0808 175 6656, or sending an email 

to  info@limedownsolar.co.uk  

ATTACHED: Lime Down Solar Park – Project location map (updated July 2024)  

END 

For all media enquiries please contact:  

•  

• Tel:  

• Email: @countercontext.com / @countercontext.com  

Notes to editors 

About Lime Down Solar Park 

• Lime Down Solar Park is anticipated as being able to generate around 500MW of 

electricity. Since its generation capacity exceeds 50MW, the project is classified as a 

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).    

• The development consenting regime for an NSIP comes under the Planning Act 2008. 

This means that we need to submit an application for a Development Consent Order 

(DCO) to build, operate and decommission Lime Down Solar Park to the Planning 

Inspectorate rather than the local planning authority.  

mailto:info@limedownsolar.co.uk
http://www.limedownsolar.co.uk/
tel:08081754054
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• In the case of energy related NSIPs, the Planning Inspectorate acts on behalf of the 

Secretary of State for Energy and Net Zero. The Planning Inspectorate will carry out an 

examination of our application and then make a final recommendation to the Secretary 

of State on whether to grant consent. The Secretary of State will make the final decision 

on whether to grant consent for Lime Down Solar Park.   

• We expect the development process, including DCO submission and examination, to 

span two to three years. We intend to submit our application for development consent to 

the Planning Inspectorate in late 2025. Subject to obtaining consent, the earliest 

construction would start is 2027.   

• While the DCO application will not be submitted to the local planning authority, Wiltshire 

Council and stakeholder groups will play a key role in the planning process and will be 

extensively consulted as the project progresses.   

• You can find more information about the application process for NSIP Projects on the 

Planning Inspectorate website, please visit the PINS webpage linked here.   

Information about EIA Scoping 

• The Planning Inspectorate has published an FAQ about the EIA Scoping Process on its 

website.   

• This is available to view and download here. 

About Island Green Power  

• Established in 2013, Island Green Power (IGP) is a leading developer of renewable energy 

projects, with a focus on utility-scale solar farms and battery storage systems. Its mission 

is to help the UK increase our solar energy generation, making more renewable energy 

possible whilst drastically reducing our carbon emissions.  

• IGP is committed to responsible land use and believes that the development and delivery 

of solar farms and battery storage systems can be achieved in harmony with their 

environment.   

• Directly engaging with residents, landowners, businesses, and members of the 

community remains key to a successful development process. For additional 

information about IGP visit www.islandgp.com   

mailto:info@limedownsolar.co.uk
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/application-process/the-process/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/application-process/frequently-asked-questions/scoping-process-faq/
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5 Scoping submission Website update – 17 July 2024  






























































